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Newest Trends In Using Technology In The Language Classroom

By Anne O'Dowd, FLAMCO President and Santa Catalina School French Teacher
KassandraT. Brenot, Ph.D., FLAMCO Vice-President & Santa Catalina School Language Department Chair

The Foreign Language Association of Monterey
County (FLAMCO) has along history of reaching out to
language education professionals in Monterey County
as well as San Benito and Santa Cruz counties. One im-
portant goal has been to help teachers and students
with scholarships. For example, the Monterey Bay For-
eign Language Project at CSUMB has supported vari-
ous FLAMCO members in the past and allowed them
to bene tfrom the MBFLP s advanced educational and
technological programs. In the last two years, FLAM-
CO has shared information about some of the newest
trends in using technology in the language classroom.

At Santa Catalina School in Monterey, language
classes are vastly di erent than they were just ve
years ago. Classrooms equipped with laptops, mini
video cameras, webcams, internet connectivity and
LCD Projectors allow students to access authentic ma-
terials at a moments notice, create foreign language

Ims and communicate in their target language with
someone on the other side of the globe. What are the
applications that are being used and how?

iPods or any basic mp3 player allow students to
improve their listening comprehension skills in an easy
and convenient way.

Audacityfi is free, open source software for sound
recording and editing. It is available for Mac OS X, Mi-
crosoft Windows and other operating systems. The way
we use itis for in-class speaking assessments. Students,
seated at laptops equipped with noise-cancelling mike
headsets, might be asked to respond to a question ex-
temporaneously, to record a poem or passage from
memory, to comment on a current event or a topic that
has been previously studied or presented in class, or
to submit a segment for a class podcast project. When
their recording is complete (the length is determined

by the teacher), the student then exports the audacity
sound le into mp3 format and e-mails it to the teach-
er. Throughout the year, the students build up a very
tangible speaking portfolio in which the teacher and
student track progress. The teacher and students re-
view the audio les to polish accent and grammar and
to expand vocabulary.

Skype is an encrypted VOIP (Voice Over Internet
Protocol) telephone software program. It is free to
download and use. We have used it in the classroom
on occasion to videoconference, live time, with na-
tive speakers. It is one way to bring the outside world
right into the classroom and allow open, extempora-
neous conversation to take place between a group of
language students and a native speaker. Students are
asked to formulate questions beforehand. Those ques-
tions are then eshed outin class with the teacher, cor-
rected and re ned. In preparation for a Skype session,
talking points are reviewed in class with the teacher.
When the Skype Day then arrives, students are well
prepared and at ease, allowing for a richer and more
thoughtful conversation. It has been a fabulous way to
boost student enthusiasm and interest.

Yabla o ers the subscriber access to dozens of
authentic language video clips, either in French or in
Spanish, from televised music videos, interviews, news
reports, drama excerpts, and exclusive video shoots,
amongst other topics. The video clips range in length
from approximately 2 to 7 minutes in length. The Yabla
player technology gives the subscriber instant access
to dictionaries, dual language subtitles, a listening
comprehension activity and an extremely useful slow
play feature. Also, the teacher can track students lis-
tening comprehension activities. At Santa Catalina
School, French and Spanish students begin using Yabla
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in their third year of language studies. Usually assigned on a
weekly basis, they study the video clip on their own, focus-
ing on new vocabulary, grammar structures, pronunciation
and general content. At the beginning of the year, in order
to boost con dence in speaking, students memorize certain
portions of the video and then one day a week in our smart
classroom, they submit their memorized portion via Eyejot,
a video messaging platform. As the school year progresses,
the students have more and more extemporaneous speak-
ing assessments based on the content of the Yabla videos.

Eyejot is a fairly new service which allows one to send
instant video messages. It is a client-free online service and
the platform is extremely easy to use. The interface is com-
parable to an e-mail box in which one receives his or her vid-
eo messages. The way in which we have been using this at
Santa Catalina School is with oral assessments. It can be used
in conjunction with a Yabla video assignment, as mentioned
above or with basically whatever topic is being studied. It is
an excellent way to track student progress with the added
bene tofavideo record. The teacher reviews the brief video
message (which never exceeds sixty seconds), and gives the
student feedback, based on a 20 point grading rubric, ei-
ther in written form, in an individual meeting in or out of the
classroom, or by a return Eyejot video message. It has been
a fantastic tool for our students since it allows them to hear
what they sound like, and to see how they speak. Although
awkward for students at rst, they quickly get used to us-
ing it and can see their progress in a very tangible way. It
has motivated our students to concentrate more on actively
studying the sounds of their target language (its rhythm, in-
tonation and accent) and to work a bit more thoroughly and
consciously to polish their speaking skills.

Another tool which our school began using a few years
ago is the ultra mini Flip Video Camcorders. At less than
$100.00 each, they have been an economical but extreme-
ly valuable addition to our language departments set of
teaching tools. Students use the camcorder to produce

Im projects for Spanish, French, Latin and Chinese classes,
such as their own soap opera or miniseries, a documentary,
or own indie Im which they write, direct and produce ei-
ther independently or as a small group project. The size of
a cell phone, this camcorder from Pure Digital Technologies
is extremely user friendly: it has a built-in USB adaptor and
can be used either on PCs or Macs. Once the Iming is com-
pleted, the Im is downloaded and edited (i.e in Windows
MovieMaker or Mac iMovie). It has given our students a
wonderfully creative vehicle through which their language
skills stretch and grow.

This year, CLTA is making a critical move forward
in its conference program by adding key presenta-
tions for our elementary school foreign language
teachers. According to National Network for Early
Language Learning (NNELL), the period of early
childhood is considered the optimal time to begin
learning a second language. Our elementary col-
leagues who teach in immersion programs also tell
us that their students do better on standardized
tests and seem to learn to read more easily. Early
learning of another language also gives students
the opportunity to develop positive views of the
target culture that they are studying. One of CLTAs
hopes for the future is that more California school
systems will institute immersion or FLES programs
for their elementary students. Knowing how to
communicate in a second language will ultimately
help California workers in the global economy of
the 21 century.

CLTAis very pleased to announce that Terry Cac-
cavale, Past President of NNELL, will be presenting
both aworkshop, Building Literacy Skillsin the Con-
text of a Second Language and an interest session.
In order for more elementary teachers to attend Ter-
ry s workshop, CLTA has scheduled the workshop to
start at 4:30 PM on Friday, February 27, 2009. If you
are unable to secure release time in order to par-
ticipate in her workshop, attend the conference on
Saturday, February 28, 2009, in order to participate
in her interest session, Critical Issues in Early Lan-
guage Learning as well as other sessions by your
elementary colleagues from around the State.



The Futures Academy reassembled October 11-12 in
San Diego, this time to continue the work started at the
Stanford summer institute. The group convened Satur-
day morning to continue its examination of a liate ef-
fectiveness, with the assistance of Duarte Silva, Lorraine
D Ambruoso, Carol Moir, and Jan Treadgold.

After brie y refreshing thinking on e ective com-
munication styles and synergistic decision-making, the
fellows edited the Vision/Mission statement and the char-
acteristics of an e ective a liate, which they then pre-
sented at the CLTA Board meeting on October 25, 2008.
This re ective process is part of the ongoing work of the
Board in self-assessment. Instead of the Board itself, this
time the a liate representatives re ected on the nine
elements of e ective a liates by indicating where their
a liate would place itself on the continuum of e ective-
ness. Pursuant to their presentation, the Board members
commented on the professionalism and usefulness of the
Futures presentation. The Board will follow up at the Janu-
ary meeting with reporting and compiling e ective strat-
egies fora liates.

After planning for the CLTA Board presentation, the
Futures Fellows began to move toward advocacy. Duarte
Silva and Lorraine D Ambruoso guided them e ectively
through the CLTA history in advocacy and then how a
bill becomes law. The fellows read a lengthy policy brief

B the Mixxer (www.language-exchanges.org) a free site
that allows language learners and conversation partners
or teachers to communicate via Skype.

B For articles, brochures, posters: www.learnlanguage.
org

B The Last Link (www.thelastlink.org) is an organization
created by ateacher of French from Vermont. It is based on
the Basque shepherding communities in Europe and the
US,witha Imandaccompanying materials that will allow
you to send your students into their own communities to
document cultures that are often kept alive through tradi-
tions that older citizens maintain.

on foreign language education in California as Saturday
nights assignment. Then, on Sunday, they commented
on the existing policy brief, pointed out areas of concern
not included in the brief, and suggested revisions. Subse-
quently, the discussion shifted to a long term personal
project to extend beyond the fellowship period. Some of
the commitments centered around revitalizing inactive
a liates, working on the advocacy committee, designing
an inquiry for CLTA members and other language teach-
ers, and shadowing current leaders to gain a level of ex-
pertise to enable them to help in the future.

One of the most positive developments of this week-
end is a group of three 1 hour interest sessions for our
spring conference in Sacramento. Look for these three
interest sessions: Getting the Party Started, Rock Your Af-

liate, and Raising the Roof. The highly motivated Futures
Fellows are truly inspiring presenters. Both they and CLTA
have grown immensely through this process. We still have
much to learn from each other.

We will be reconvening at the Capitol building on Fri-
day morning of the CLTA Conference in Sacramento. The
Futures Academy continues to thank CLTA, CFLP and Jean
Treiman of the California Subject Matter Projects for nan-
cial support for this endeavor.

B Avoid underestimating what our students are capable
of doing and see how they can be empowered to contrib-
ute to society (www.whatkidscando.org).

B new Foreign Language and Disability resources:
mscheib@miusa.org

Something to ponder:

One foot - many ways to dance: Culture is not biologically
determined. Itis learned from our social group. Babies can
be born into one culture and adopted into another.

(Seen at an exhibit of baby shoes from around the world
at the Museum of Man in San Diego)
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