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World Language Content Standards Are Here!
By Nicole Naditz, CLTA Advocacy Chair

After years of hard work by outstanding profession-
als in our fi eld and also by friends of our profession, 
the members of the State Board of Education unani-
mously and enthusiastically approved the draft World 
Language Content Standards for California Public 
Schools K-12 in January. This capstone achievement 
represented the tireless work of numerous individuals 
within CLTA and the California Foreign Language Proj-
ect whose work has elevated world language study to 
the same level as all of the subject areas in the curricu-
lum.

Until this landmark approval, world languages 
were the only academic subject area in California to 
not have content standards to guide the education 
and assessment of students studying languages in 
this state. Without standards, neither teachers nor 
parents had access to a statewide document outlin-
ing what students should know and be able to do 
as a result of their language classes. Administra-
tors had no point of reference when observing lan-
guage programs. Equally important, teachers had 
no statewide document they could cite that vali-
dated their practice. Beginning language teachers, 
who are usually required to demonstrate standards-
based lesson design in order to complete their pro-
fessional clear credential through BTSA Induction, 
were unable to use state content standards to guide 
their work. In the absence of standards, California 
had no document outlining appropriate articulation 
from one level of world language class to the next. 
These are just some of the reasons the standards 
are so important to our profession.

CLTA and CFLP began work on the standards in 
2003. In order to eventually have standards, legis-
lation was necessary and the world language com-
munity found a friend in then-State Senator Betty 

Karnette (D-Long Beach), who took on the cause 
and sponsored SB-5, authorizing the formation of 
a committee to draft world language content stan-
dards. SB-5 passed in October of 2003. 

Ordinarily, a standards-writing committee would 
have been called together soon after to begin draft-
ing the standards, but circumstances led to delays 
in the implementation of SB-5. CLTA’s legislative 
advocate, Kathy Lynch, worked continually on our 
behalf to ensure that SB-5 would be implemented 
so that standards could be eventually written and 
submitted for approval and adoption.

Once the writing committee completed the 
draft, more than 100 state language teachers par-
ticipated in a fi eld review of the draft standards. 
The results showed that teachers were in favor of 
the document, with no section of the standards re-
ceiving an overall negative response. This data was 
provided to the State Board of Education for their 
January meeting, which included a public hearing 
on the standards.

Just before opening the public hearing, State 
Board of Education Member Yvonne Chan spoke 
passionately about the importance of the standards 
and urged the board to adopt them that day. Phil 
Lafontaine, Director, Professional Development and 
Curriculum Support Division of the California De-
partment of Education, then provided the board 
with contextual information about the standards, 
including an explanation of why they are so differ-
ent from the standards for other content areas. 

During the public hearing, seven individuals rep-
resenting diverse constituencies testifi ed before the 
State Board of Education in support of adopting the 
standards (there was no opposition): Christine Lan-
phere, a French teacher at Natomas High School, 
2007 National Language Teacher of the Year and 
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current member of the California Department of Education Supplemental Materials and Curriculum Commis-
sion; Margaret Dyer Peterson, Program Administrator, Multilingual Education/World Language of San Francisco 
Unified School District; Paul Jia, Chinese teacher from Cupertino; Jim Hartley, engineer, parent of a Sacramento-
area language student and former member of the board of the California World Trade Center; Sherry Griffith, 
Legislative Advocate for the Association of California School Administrators; Duarte Silva, Executive Director of 
the California Foreign Language Project; and I represented CLTA. 

At the CLTA conference, appropriately themed “Raising the Standards, Raising the Bar,” you may have 
noticed two opportunities to get an introduction to the standards from one of the key members of the stan-
dards-writing committee: Brandon Zaslow. If you aren’t able to join us at either of those sessions, check with 
your regional site of the California Foreign Language Project and/or your CLTA affiliate for other introductory 
trainings on the standards this spring. As soon as the California Department of Education puts the final touches 
on the standards document, you will be able to download the standards from the CDE web site (http://www.
cde.ca.gov). 

Content Standards, continued from page 1

As CLTA’s President, I am elated that we have just attained another milestone in our profession—the State Board’s 
adoption of World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools. This is a tremendous accomplishment and 
would not have happened without the valuable contributions of many members of our profession. We are indebted to 
them and to CLTA, who shepherded the entire process. 

This momentous occasion moves me to challenge all of you to become members of our professional family and 
realize the vision of our charter members and former Executive Director, Hal Wingard, that every language teacher in 
the State would join CLTA. Hal’s long-term goal was for the membership of CLTA to parallel the calendar year, meaning 
that for 2009 our goal is 2009 members. Can we do it? Yes we can! Or ¡Sí se puede! which is the motto established by our 
nation’s new President, and by this President for our beloved organization, CLTA!

So here is my challenge to all of us for 2009: all CLTA affiliates will engage in a membership drive to accomplish the 
goal of 2009 members in 2009! In the spirit of “yes we can,” we will recognize at the 2010 conference in San Diego the 
affiliate having reached the highest percentage of new members as of December 2009. The prize will be a complimen-
tary registration package for the 2010 or 2011 CLTA conference, which an affiliate may use at its own discretion. 

In order to qualify for the award, an affiliate needs to: 

1.	 Send a list of all affiliate members as of December 2008 to the CLTA membership chair by January 31, 2009. The 
membership chair will verify members and advise each affiliate of the number of 2008 CLTA/Affiliate members that will 
be the “base” number used for the award.

2.	 Send a list of all 2009 affiliate members to the membership chair by January 31, 2010. The CLTA Membership 
Chair will verify 2009 membership and calculate the percentage of growth of the affiliate. The winning affiliate will be 
announced no later than February 28, 2010.

Thank you for joining me in inviting every language teacher in California to join our professional organization and 
benefit from everything that CLTA has to offer its members! Yes, we can!

The President’s Corner
There is Strength and Unity in Numbers!

By Sylvia Jones



For those of you, who may not know, the California For-
eign Language Project’s (CFLP) parent organization is the 
California Subject Matter Project (CSMP), established and 
funded by the California Legislature. On Jan 27, Senator 
Denise Ducheny from San Diego sponsored a program 
at the State Capitol to showcase how the CSMP improves 
teaching and learning. Several CFLP Board Members, Site 
Directors, Teacher Leaders and its Executive Director at-
tended the event. 

The morning featured a panel discussion regarding 
the impact of professional development on teachers, 
schools and districts. It was a wonderful opportunity to 
enlighten legislators and their staffs about the work we 
do, so that they will recognize the value in what we offer 
when we call upon them for support. The evening recep-
tion was in honor of Dr. Joyce Justus, Retired Vice Provost 
at the University of California. Dr. Justus was the person 
responsible for drafting the legislation that ultimately led 
to the formation of the CSMPs.

The setting featured storyboards that accented pro-
fessional development and its benefits for both students 
and teachers. One of the panels contained a quote by 
Professor Robin Scarcella, a researcher at UC Irvine, who 
stated that “Learning academic English is probably one of 
the surest and most reliable ways of attaining socio-eco-
nomic success in the US.” Panel member Patrick Shields, 

Director of the Center for Educational Policy at SRI Inter-
national, stated, “Being successful in the economy and in 
the polity requires education—not memorized facts, but 
the ability to think critically, and that this ability requires 
academic language, whether it be math language, scien-
tific language or prose.” He did not add world languages 
to that list, but we language educators know the benefits 
of language learning on academic success.

The panel members all emphasized that the CSMPs 
have had a profound impact on instruction as well as on 
student achievement. There are several reasons for this:

The projects treat teachers as professionals 	
	 who know more collectively than individally. 

When teachers aspire to be professionals, 	
	 there is an accountability factor that comes 	
	 with this sense of professionalism.

Focusing on learning and then on the best 	
	 teaching that will result in learning is in itself 	
	 a sort of accountability.

We thank Dr. Justus, whose idea led to this amazing 
creation, the California Subject Matter Project—and by 
extension, the creation of CFLP—and extend our best 
wishes to her as she steps into her well-deserved world 
of retirement. 
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CSMP/CFLP Day at the Capitol
By Lorraine D’Ambruoso

Of Interest to the Profession:

CARLA (The Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition) is offering a panoply of summer institutes for 
Language teachers. For information, check the website at www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/ and for questions, contact 
the CARLA office at (612) 626-8600 or at Carla@umn.edu. 

From the CBP Update (California Budget Project):
How California’s Schools Get Their Money, a new CBP School Finance Facts, provides a primer on K-12 school district 
funding in California. How California’s Schools Get Their Money examines the state, local, and federal sources for school 
funding; the extent to which funds are designated for general purposes, or earmarked for specific programs; differ-
ences in per pupil funding from district to district; and the role of local property taxes and other revenues. 
http://cbp.org/pdfs/2009/090202_SFF_HowSchoolsGetTheirMoney.pdf
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Please let us know what you think of Language Magazine, CLTA’s 
latest service to its members. 


