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Language Study: It s Important for All Students

College students will tend to think of their general ed-
ucation language course as a hoop that they have to
jump through in order to get to the real studies of
their academic major, but language study can enhance
everyones rgdsum@. Besides the big three careers that
use foreign languages (students always list these three
as careers in FL: language teacher, United Nations in-
terpreter, and CIA operative), language study can give
almost any rdsum@ that extra sparkle.

Government jobs, besides the State Department
or Security Agencies, for which language pro ciency is
a plus include: National Park Service (for all the tour-
ists), Department of Agriculture (forimport/export and
trade agreements), Department of Transportation (for
shipping and air travel), and local court systems (for
interpretation and translation). Health elds such as
social work, nursing and public health seek employees
who can communicate with local language-speaking
communities. Businesses such as banks, tourism, en-
tertainment and marketing often work with both inter-
national and domestic non-English speaking groups.

Scholarship Opportunities. Students with pro-

ciency in languages may also be eligible for speci ¢
scholarships. Many full-ride scholarships, which include
asalary while in school, are available for those studying

critical languages (Boren Scholarship) or planning to
work for a government security agency (NSA, CIA, FBI),
or the military (ROTC). Upon completion of the degree,
the graduate will work for two to four years for the gov-
ernment in the speci ed eld. Future language teach-
ers may bene t from the APLE loan which will forgive
up to $19,000 in student loans for those who go on to
teach either in low-performing school districts or who
teach in critical areas (includes math, science and for-
eign languages).

Study Abroad. Students with language pro cien-
cy also have the opportunity to study abroad often
in countries that their English-only classmates arent
able to select. A quarter, semester or year abroad is a
life-changing experience, as we FL teachers know. For
public California universities, there are often programs
available where students pay in-state tuition while
studying abroad.

The support provided by high school teachers in
encouraging your college-bound students to continue
their language study and, even, to consider studying
another language perhaps one that they didnt have
access to in high school is important. Your recom-
mendations may help your student land a dream job
in the future

Some statistics from JNCL

The US has a severe shortage of foreign language teachers. According to a recent survey from Recruiting New
Teachers, Inc, 73% of the school districts in the US are in need of foreign language teachers.

Research demonstrates that language acquisition requires a number of years of carefully sequenced, articulated
programs of language learning that bridge the di erent educational levels of a student s experience.

According to an American Council on Education poll, 79% of the American people agree that students should
have a study abroad experience, but only 1% of our students actually do study abroad.
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With 108 Community Colleges, 23 State University cam-
puses and 10 University of California campuses, most Cal-
ifornians are close to a world language classroom. Most
have both day and evening language programs to help
you refresh your language skills or begin to study a new
language.

The range of languages is surprising: from Armenian
at Pasadena City College to Zulu at UCLA. Of course, the
largest programs o ered are Spanish, French, Japanese,
Italian, German, Chinese and Russian, but colleges and

In the California State University new strategic planning
document, Access to Excellence, internationalizing the
curriculum and both student and faculty experiences is a
high priority.

Of the many paths to achieving this goal, language
study combined with an international experience is one
of the most e ective. Global economies and cultures re-
quire knowledge of a new type of perspective interna-
tional experiences provide that perspective.

The 23 universities in the CSU system o er programs
worldwide that allow students to build on the language
skills they acquired in high school, to enhance their
knowledge of a language and culture they are currently
studying, or to embark on the study of another language
and culture. With on-campus instruction in many institu-
tions of 10 or 15 languages, students who attend the CSU
have a wide-range of options before them.

There is an equally wide-range of international op-
portunities available to suit di ering needs and interests.
The CSU-International Programs o ce o ers year-long
programs at 70 distinguished universities and other in-
stitutions of higher education in 18 countries, open to all
CSU students. Many of the universities in the CSU system
also partner with ISEP, the International Student Exchange
Program, where students can go to 40 countries on year-
long, semester, or summer programs.

While year-long programs allow time to achieve ad-

universities have made an e ort in recent years to open
the doors to Arabic, Portuguese, Vietnamese, Korean, Pili-
pino, and Hindi, just to name a few.

Campuses across the state also o er a broad array of
study abroad opportunities from year and semester-long
programs in every continent but Antarctica to short-term
courses around the globe. These programs are very often
open to the general public through extended education
o ces and welcome your participation.

vanced language, academic and cultural coping skills,
shorter-term international experiences can have an equal
impact. Semester-long study programs in Paris, Madrid;
summer programs in London, Florence, Ireland, Russia,
Costa Rica, Mexico, China, Egypt; short-term in Ghana,
South Africa are just a few of the possibilities for students
seeking to enhance their language abilities and develop a
cross-cultural perspective.

Most important is that these programs are not just for
students who major in a second language. Rather, they
integrate a variety of elds of study into an international
context with programs for students in public health, polit-
ical science, criminal justice, biology, journalism, womens
studies the listis unending.

Students return to the CSU and speak of life-changing
experiences. They view their home culture through di er-
ent eyes and have expanding ways of understanding. And,
yes, they uniformly remark upon how using the language
they study in a real context completely alters their way of
thinking. The struggles to express themselves often lead
them to a new understanding of themselves and life-long
friendships.

With more and more majors requiring an internation-
al component, studying language and culture re ects the
CSU commitment to preparing global citizens for the 21
century.



—

Community Colleges: Walk Into a Language Class

for amere $75 a Semester

Community colleges o er the widest array of language
classes at the lowest cost in the country. California resi-
dents can take a three-unit (three class hours per week)
course for 17 weeks for about $75. Many courses are of-
fered in the evening on a once a week basis.

High school students looking for language courses
beyond those given at their school can often be enrolled
through special conditions. Community colleges special-
ize in teaching the elementary and intermediate language
courses, and all classes are taught by regular faculty, not
teaching assistants.

The inexpensive credits you can earn in these courses
may qualify K-12 faculty for step increases in pay not
to mention equipping them with better communication
skills to work with their students.

Many colleges have language programsre ecting the
heritage languages of their communities. For example,
you can learn:

e Vietnamese at Orange Coast College

e Armenian at Pasadena City College

e Persian at Diablo Valley College

» Pilipino at City College of San Francisco

A number of community colleges o er online language
classes, which are especially suited to reviewing and re-
freshing your language skills. Check out the schedule of
your local community college!

UC Language Consortium

Foreign languages are taught on nine of the ten UC cam-
puses (UCSF has no language programs). Each campus
minimally provides language instruction in the common-
ly taught European languages (Spanish, French, Italian,
German, etc.), along with Chinese and Japanese. The less
commonly taught languages such as Amharic, Arabic,
Filipino, Hindi/Urdu, Korean, Persian, Punjabi, Tibetan,
Turkish, Xhosa, Zulu, etc. can only be found on the UCLA
and UC Berkeley campuses with instruction o ered in ap-
proximately 30 languages.

In addition the UCLA Summer Sessions o0 ce pro-
vides a Summer Language Intensive program that in-
cludes Amharic, Arabic, Bosnian/Serbian/Croatian, Chi-
nese, Estonian, Hebrew, Igbo, Iranian, Latvian, Romanian,
Russian, Swahili, Tigrinya, Turkish, Yoruba, Xhosa, and Zulu
(for more information see http://www.international.ucla.
edu/outreach/article.asp?parentid=41564).

The UC Language Consortium (http://uccllt.ucdavis.

edu) was founded in 2000 to provide sharing and articu-
lation among all campuses and language o erings. The
Consortium provides continuing faculty development
workshops every summer and small seed grants to stimu-
late curricular innovations and language acquisition re-
search. The Consortium also sponsors a biennial research
conference on language learning and hosts colloquia of
interest to language policy planners. With help from the
Department of Education, the Consortium developed
and now o ers online Arabic through UC Berkeley. E orts
are ongoing to provide similar online language o erings
in Punjabi, Persian, and Filipino. The Consortium coordi-
nates its activities with the California Foreign Language
Project and the California Language Teachers Association.
The Consortium reports directly to the O ce of the Presi-
dent and is assisted by a steering committee made up of
representatives from each campus and a National Board
of Governors
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Whether a teacher or a student,

here are 6 ways

to improve your speaking:

(Courtesy of NNELL - National Network for Early Language Learning)

e Study and live in a country where the language is
spoken. Too expensive? Well then,

e Participate in immersion days. (The Common-
wealth Club of California has monthly language
conversation groups. You can also nd them in your
communities.

e Join a cultural group (sister cities, etc).

e Befriend someone in your community who speaks
the language (notdi cult in California).

e Join an on-line chat group from the country.

e  Bribe other department members to speak the
target language by inviting them for sangria and tapas,
wine and cheese, or sake and sushi.

e Orform atarget language book club with area
colleagues.

Please share other ideas with us. We need to support one another
in our quest for achieving and maintaining linguistic and cultural
competence, not just for our students, but for ourselves.
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