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liates and You

By Lorraine D’Ambruoso

Atthe rst Board meeting of the 2008-2009 year, Presi-
dent Sylvia Jones opened the meeting by stating that
her goal for the next two years is to increase member-
ship.

She asked the Board members to re ect on how
their professional lives would be without CLTA, CFLP
or their local a liates. Responses varied, but here are
some of them:

We would have little networking, sharing
of ideas, or awareness of our professional
responsibilities.

We would have limited subject matter profes-
sional development.

There would be no voice in Sacramento with-
out CLTA.

One member stated she would never have
had the opportunity to teach at the university
level without the support of CLTA.
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There would be limited opportunities to rec-
ognize what both students and teachers do.

We would be isolated as to what goes onin
the classroom.

With CLTA and CFLP, we have the opportunity
to see what others are doing in the classroom.

Other members stated that CLTA had become
our professional family. Another found it gave us the
opportunity to promote less commonly taught lan-
guages. Many stated that conferences proved to be a
lifeline, giving us con dence in doing presentations
before fellow teachers, and demonstrating how to stay
in the target language, while making it comprehen-
sible to the students.

Finally, one Board member simply stated CLTA
changed my life. It changed mine, too. So now, we all
need to go out and recruit at least one new member
for this school year, so that all our colleagues can bene-

t from CLTA and its fellow professional organizations,
as we have. And of course, we will be helping Sylvia
achieve her goal as President!

Foreign Language Education is getting more attention from
the media. The following link will lead you to an article in the
NEA Journal entitled:

Finding Our Way with Words

Adapting to the global age means having a voice in it.
Can Americas schools break the language barrier?

http://www.nea.org/neatoday/0810/worldlanguages.html

This issue of Language Magazine has been brought to
you by the California Language Teachers Association,

www.clta.net




A large group of Iranian immigrants, spread around the
world, face the great challenge of preserving their mother
tongue and native culture in the host society on a daily
basis.

It is an undeniable fact that these families, while try-
ing to make sense of the confused cultural boundaries
they experience, nd themselves having to communicate
and negotiate their way in the new society. To ful Il this
need, learning the dominant language becomes vital and
by so doing, transmitting their knowledge of their mother
tongue can easily become secondary. In societies where
the term di erent is used to politely express distances
and/or dislike, even older immigrants nd assimilation
a much more convenient solution than coexistence. In
such situations the language is the rst to be gone in the
many tumultuous cycles of immigration. Although the
di culties we face as immigrants are nothing but facts,
preservation of our mother tongue and native culture lies
between our own hands.

In preserving the mother tongue and the cultural her-
itage, one must take into consideration that the language
acquisition ability of children heightens in early ages, so
our responsibility begins very early. Instances of four year
olds speaking two or more languages, although not very
common, prove the possibility of learning many languag-
esatan early age. The mother tongue plays a major role in
unifying the family and strengthening emotional stability
of its members, by providing that essential feeling of con-
tinuity: from mother land to here, from past to present,
from parents to children a same familiar thread needs to
be remembered by the immigrant, young or old.

As parents and concerned immigrants what can we
do?

Itis essential to incorporate the systematic learning of
the mother tongue in our childrens educational environ-
ment as early as they start socializing with their peers in
the educational system of the host society: i.e. from the
daycare phase. Providing exposure to your native tongue
while volunteering at your childs/rens day care center
and later at kindergarten is a fun start. How many of us
still nd ourselves to hum the lullabies we were sung to as
toddlers? Making a communal e ort to start after/before
school language programs, creating and supporting com-
munity native language Sunday schools, makingane ort
to have these community school courses recognized by
the public school system of the states of residence are
other e orts leading to the recognition of our heritage.

The bene ts of such courses are endless, namely stu-
dents feeling of belonging to a community of their own
heritage, feeling the fruitfulness of their e ortin learning
their mother tongue as it can translate to school credits.
To these apparent bene ts, we should add those of uni-
fying the families and most of all equipping the children
with a strong sense of self and clear identity. Hopefully
they will 'y away from the nest with strong wings.

As educators, numerous are the possibilities at our
reach:

Educators can help interested parents to take part
in their childrens systematic education of their heritage
language, by encouraging them to volunteer. However,
they can play a more extensive role by creating and of-
fering new courses in the public school system through
acquisition of available grants. Many such grants are avail-
able through the department of education and National
Foreign Language Center. For example, just recently NFLC
launched the Startalk program aiming at middle school
and high school students language courses. For more in-
formation one may check:

http://www.n c.org/projects/current_projects/star-
talk/

This summer, through the generosity of the STAR-
TALK program, administered by NFLC, the Language Ac-
quisition Resource Center at San Diego State University
is able to o er a unique language experience for middle
and high school students. This free, non-residential lan-
guage and culture program is open to interested and
quali ed students, grades 7-12. The unique features of
the program are the low teacher to student ratio and the
opportunity to meet nearby Persian communities for cul-
tural enrichment. The program is designed to teach three
levels of learners, and non-heritage and heritage speakers
are encouraged to apply. Regular eld trips will expose
students to the rich cultural mosaic of the Persian com-
munities of San Diego. Classroom activities also include
dancing, music, movies, cooking, and other culturally ap-
propriate events. Each classroom will have a lead teacher
and assistants who are experienced in teaching these age
groups. Students will also have access to the state-of-the-
art lab facilities.
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Foreign Language Learning and SAT Verbal Scores Revisited

Foreign Language Annals, Summer 2008

Dr. Tom Cooper, UGA, Dr. Daniel Yanosky, Kennesaw State and Dr. Joseph Wisenbaker, UGA

In collaboration with David Jahner, Gwinnett County Public Schools; Elizabeth Webb, Georgia DOE; Marcia Wilbur, The
College Board

Data Collection:

Dr. Colin Martin and Karen Johnston, Gwinnett County Public Schools

N = 9,077 Gwinnett County Public School students who took SAT in 03-04 and 04-05

Research Questions:

1. Do students who have taken a foreign language have higher SAT verbal scores than students who have not taken a
foreign language?

2. Does the language studied or the length of study have adi erential e ect?

3. Do other variables relate to the SAT verbal scores? These variables include: gender, ethnic background, grades in
foreign language classes, participation in gifted program, and participation in free/reduced lunch program.

Results:

Research Question 1:

B The di erence in SAT verbal performance between African-American and White students is LESS for students who
have taken a foreign language than for those who have not.

B Those who have taken a foreign language would be expected to outperform those who have not:

Expected Mean SAT Verbal Performance Based on PSAT Performance
PSAT Verbal Performance | evel
udent Group Lowest (20) Average (50) Highest (80)
0 FL Group 339 522 705
FL Group 382 552 723

Research Question 2:

Language studied: Students who studied Latin (mean = 536) and German (mean = 531) outperformed those who
studied French (mean =528) and Spanish (mean = 524), although all students outperformed the non-foreign language
group.

Length of study: Students who were in Level 3 (mean = 534) outperformed students who completed Levels 1 (mean =
527) or 2 (mean = 529).

Research Question 3: For the Foreign Language Group:

B Students in the gifted program outperformed students who were not (Adjusted SAT Verbal mean of 543 vs. 517)
B Male students outperformed female students (Adjusted SAT Verbal mean of 536 vs. 525)

B Adjusted SAT Verbal mean scores by ethnicity: African American =530, Asian = 536, Hispanic = 521, White = 535)
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Please let us know what you think of Language Magazine, CLTAs

latest service to its members.

CLTA News

Earn CE Units

At Conference
You will be able to earn continuing education units from
CSU Sacramento at the CLTA Conference. Just Il out
the paper work and pay the reasonable fees at a special
table near the conference registration. Stay tuned for
details.

CLTA Conference 2009 :
Raising the

Feb. 26 - March 1, 2009
Doubletree Hotel, Sacramento
REGISTER NOW at http:/www.clta.net

P.O. Box 123, Ferndale, CA 95536 .
Return Service Requested




