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Advocacy Activity—2009
By Lorraine D’Ambruoso, Executive Director of CLTA

CLTA�s Advocacy Committee has been extremely busy 
with the opening of the new legislative session. In ad-
dition to reviewing the many bills that were introduced 
that might be important to our � eld, the members of 
the committee selected bills that we have asked Kathy 
Lynch to work actively to either support or oppose. 
The remaining bills are on a �watch� position, until such 
a time as amendments make them of interest to us.

Of special interest are ACR 27, AB 554 and SB 199.

� ACR 27 is the World Languages & Cultures Reso-
lution, declaring May World Language and Culture 
Month in California. Sponsored by Assemblyman Mike 
Davis, this resolution was introduced in late February, 
and we have yet to hear any feedback.

� AB 554 (Assemblyman Warren Furutani) would 
allow students to replace courses in world language 
with career and technical education courses. Given the 
needs of California�s job market, CLTA opposes this on 
the grounds that it would make it di�  cult for these stu-
dents to complete post-secondary education and ob-
tain a degree, since they would not be able to ful� ll the 
A to G entrance requirements, and so it would in fact 
hinder the future employability of the very students 
this bill is claiming to bene� t. While we understand the 
desire to reinvigorate the � eld of Career and Techni-
cal Education, we would rather urge the members of 
the Assembly Education Committee to retain foreign 
language study in the Career Technical Education cur-
riculum, because that would make our students more 
valuable to employers. 

In 2002, the authors of the California Master Plan 
for Education included several recommendations re-
� ecting a renewed interest in career technical educa-
tion (C/TE). They appear in the section titled �Access 

to Rigorous Curriculum That Will Prepare all Students 
For Success.� Recommendation 11.3, in that same sec-
tion, is this: �The State should ensure that all schools 
provide all students with curriculum and coursework 
that include the knowledge, skills, and experiences 
that enable them to attain mastery of oral and written 
expression in English and that establish a foundation 
for future mastery of a second language by the end 
of elementary school, and attain oral pro� ciency and 
full literacy in both English and at least one other lan-
guage by the end of secondary school.� The drafters of 
the Master Plan make it clear that pro� ciency both in 
English and in a second language should not be limit-
ed to just one category of student. This position is even 
more compelling now than it was in 2002.

Along with CTA and other organizations, CLTA has 
opposed AB 554, and we have submitted several let-
ters of opposition. Our Web Master Lewie Johnson has 
also sent out an action alert to all of our members who 
live in the districts served by the members of the As-
sembly Education Committee, asking them to contact 
their legislators to express their opposition to the bill. 
This proposed legislation had been scheduled for an 
April 1 hearing by the Education Committee, but was 
pulled from the agenda pending amendments�so 
there will be more to come on this bill.

• SB 199 was introduced by Senator Denise Duch-
eny. While it contains clauses that would a� ect post-
secondary education and instructional strategies, it 
also contains language on the subject matter projects. 
This is of particular interest to CLTA, as its passage would 
include CFLP under the CSMP umbrella, thus putting 
an end to our annual worries about losing our prima-
ry means of professional growth for world language 
teachers. Kathy has been following this, and CLTA has 
written a letter of support for the bill. The hearing is 
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scheduled for April 15, and you can rest assured that we 
will be there. More later�hopefully giving us something 
to cheer about!

We are also monitoring other bills, including two that 
would mandate review of content standards and elimi-
nate testing of second graders.

It has not only been the Advocacy Committee that 
has been busy. The members of IEFLA have also been ex-
tremely active in supporting the need for our discipline. 
Last month, the CSU - San Bernardino World Language 
Department had a Language Means Business confer-
ence. IEFLA facilitated contacts with high school world 
language teachers, and there were 1000 students from 20 
high schools.

The program featured 15 speakers in 5 di�erent time 
slots. These speakers included specialists in banking, glob-
al marketing and global wealth management, representa-
tives from consulates, legal interpreters, Peace Corps vol-
unteers, and guests from the �elds of hotel management 
and travel, as well as Fox Interactive Media.

This looks like a great blueprint for an advocacy activi-
ty. CLTA�s Program Chair will be asking IEFLA and CSUSB to 
do an interest session on this idea for the �09 conference.

The FLAGS / CapFLP team has also been busy advo-
cating for language and culture study. On an �Insight� 
broadcast on the local public radio station, one segment 
featured a local high school student trying to save her 
school�s German program, as well as Advocacy Chair, Ni-
cole Naditz, and UCCLLT�s Robert Blake discussing the 
bene�ts and importance of language study.

Here is the link for that conversation: 
http://www.capradio.org/resources/audioplayer.

aspx?showid=6074&bhcp=1

CLTA would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Kathy Lynch and the members of the Advocacy Commit-
tee for all of the work they do. We would also like to thank 
those who advocate in their local areas. We need every-
one to be an advocate for world language and cultures.

Advocacy Activity, continued from page 1

2009 will be a banner year for California, CLTA and 
teachers of world languages and cultures. In Novem-
ber, ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Language), our national organization, will hold 
its annual conference at the San Diego Convention 
Center. This is wonderful news for CLTA members. This 
is our invitation to meet colleagues from across the na-
tion, network with seldom seen colleagues, visit, attend 
literally hundreds of sessions and visit exhibitors who 
rarely make it to CLTA conferences. What a splendid op-
portunity for professional growth!

But this is also a challenge for CLTA. As the local host 
organization, we will be responsible for providing mem-
bers who will help with the on-site work necessary for 
the success of any conference. This will include activi-
ties such as providing directions and presiding sessions. 

Paula Hirsch, CLTA Conference Coordinator, and Norman 
Leonard, Foreign Language Council of San Diego�s local 
contact, have been working closely with Julia Richard-
son, ACTFL�s Conference Chair, to assure that everything 
is in place by the time November 19 arrives.

When the conference is across the country, it is easy 
to say that the distance and cost are too great to per-
mit attendance. But in response to our community�s re-
quest that ACTFL include the West Coast on their agen-
da, ACTFL is coming to us this year. Will you be there? 
CLTA hopes that its members will turn out in large 
numbers� we need to prove to ACTFL that California is 
worth the e�ort, that CLTA members want contact with 
its national organization. So as the French would say, 
“Venez nombreux!” See you in San Diego!

ACTFL Is Coming to California
By Lorraine D’Ambruoso, Executive Director of CLTAA 



CALIFORNIA FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROJECT (CFLP)
PROGRAM OFFERINGS FOR SUMMER 2009

Bay Area Foreign Language Program (BAFLP):
Using Technology to Deliver Standards-Aligned Instruction, June 22-26• 

Californian Foreign Language Project - Central Ofþce:
Mandarin Language and Culture Program for High School Students, • 
June 22-July 17th
Mandarin Language and Culture Teacher Institute, July 7-15th• 
Chinese Guest Teacher Program, July 22-July 31• 

Capital Foreign Language Project (CapFLP):
French: Perspectives on WWII in France, June 15-19th• 
Spanish:  Más temas trascendentes: Current Socio-Political Trends in • 
Latin Ameria, June 15-19th

East Bay Foreign Language Project (EBFLP):   
Invitational Leadership Institute on “Teaching Language and Culture  • 
with Film”,  June 15-18th

Monterey Bay Foreign Language Project (MBFLP):
Monterey Bay National Consortium for Teaching About Asia--Seminar • 
on East Asia, June 15-19th
Summer Seminar ‘09 for Teachers of English Language Learners,     • 
June 24, 25 & 26th

Occidental College Foreign Language Project/LA STARS:
Enhancing Standards-Based Instruction through Technology• 
Putting California’s World Language Standards Front and Center • 
Using the ELD Standards as a Roadmap to Academic Success • 
Using Film to Enhance the Proþciency of Spanish Speaking Students• 

(All on August 22, August 23, September 19 and October 17)

Second Language Instruction of Central California (SLICC):
Invitational Leadership Development Institue, June 16-19th• 

Southern Area International Language Network (SAILN):
“Open the Doors to Communication” World Language Summer • 

           Institute Workshop Series: Tiers I, II and III, June 29th-July 3rd 

*For additonal information on any of the 
programs above,  please contact the appropriate 

Site Director below. 

EBFLP
UC Berkeley

Berkeley Language Center
Berkeley, CA  94720

(510) 642-0767
Mark Kaiser, Interim Site Director

mkaiser@berkeley.edu

BAFLP
Stanford University
CERAS, Room 135

Stanford, CA 94305-3084
(650) 736-9618

Fax (650) 723-7578
 Sally Mearns, Site Director 
smearns@stanford.edu

MBFLP
California State University Monterey Bay

100 Campus Center, Bldg. 49
Seaside, CA 93955-8001

(831) 582-4256
Fax (831) 582-3885
MBFLP@csumb.edu

 Yoshiko Saito-Abbott, Site Director
(831) 582-3795
ysa@csumb.edu

LA STARS
Occidental College

Department of Education
1600 Campus Road

Los Angeles, CA 90041-3314
(323) 259-2949 

Fax (323) 341-4894
 Brandon Zaslow, Site Director

bzcÿp@aol.com

CapFLP
California State University, Sacramento

6000 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95819-6087

(916) 278-5784
Fax (916) 278-5502

 Carol Brown,  Co-Director
gramwiz@comcast.net

Christine Lanphere,  Co-Director
clanphere@comcast.net

SLICC
CSU, Bakersþeld, 22 EDUC

9001 Stockdale Hwy
Bakersþeld, CA 93311-1099

(661) 398-9036
Fax (661) 664-2497

 Patricia Rice, Site Director
price@csub.edu

SAILN
San Diego State University

Language Acquisition Resource Center
5500 Campanille Drive EBA-432

San Diego, CA 92182-8305
Rebecca Sapien-Melchor, Co-Director
rsapien-melchor@projects.sdsu.edu

(619) 890-6624
Norman Leonard, Co-Director
nleonard@projects.sdsu.edu

(619) 594-1259;  Fax (619) 594-0511

CFLP (Central Ofþce)
Stanford University
CERAS, Room 131

Stanford, CA 94305-3084
(650) 736-9042

Fax (650) 723-7578
 Duate Siva, Executive Director
duarte.silva@stanford.edu
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A Special Thank You: ACIS

CLTA is very fortunate to have many sponsors among the publishers and other organizations that help make our annual 
conference such a success. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Lynne Freeman of ACIS for her continuing 
generosity to our members. Each year, she holds two drawings, one at the Plenary and one at the Sunday brunch, and 
the lucky teachers whose names are drawn receive a free trip to their choice of several European destinations.

This year, Lynne gave three awards. Why? The � rst name drawn was a teacher who had already won once before. So 
rather than take the award back from this person, Lynne simply drew a second name and gave a second trip. And � nally, 
on Sunday, the brunch drawing found a third teacher the winner of a trip to Europe.

Aren�t CLTA members fortunate to enjoy the generosity of a supporter such as Lynne Freeman and ACIS? Thank you 
so much, Lynne.

Of Interest: Middle East test/map

A lot of people talk about the Middle East, but how many of them can identify the countries in the area? This is most 
interesting; try it or better yet, try it with your students.

Drag the country�s name onto the map. There is no humbling score or time limit, but rather, this exercise is a learn-
ing tool. Don�t be afraid to make an error, and once you � nish the puzzle, you will be far more educated about this very 
important part of our world.

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/just_fun/games/mapgame.html

Another site of interest is SHOWfi/WORLD�A New Way To Look At The World
Check out these maps for a very interesting way of looking at things in the world. There is also one for the USA.
http://show.mappingworlds.com//world/?lang=EN


